
What is Success? 
 
1. Topic = success 

a. Q: What’s a success you had growing up that made you feel proud? 
2. Transition =) We all want to be successful spiritually.  But we have to fight 

the world’s definitions of success. 
a. Q: What are some ways the world measures success? 
b. Q: What are some ways God measures success? 

3. Matthew 6:19-24 
a. Jesus compares and contrasts:  

i. “treasures on earth” 
ii. with “treasures in heaven” 

b. Q: What are some “treasures on earth”? 
i. Re-read vs. 19 = Q: How are these treasures temporary and 

fleeting? 
c. Q: What are some “treasures in heaven”? 

i. Re-read vs. 20 = Q: How is it motivating to know that these 
things are lasting and a safe investment?  

d. Re-read vs. 21 = Q: What is the meaning of this verse? 
i. Q: Do you think this is true?  Why or why not? 

e. Re-read vs. 22-23 = Q: What do you think Jesus means by this? 
i. One Commentator: (based on context of preceding paragraph) 

1. “If your eyes are good” = looking at (desiring) “treasures 
in heaven”, then “your whole body will be full of light” 
(light = righteousness, goodness). 

2. “But if your eyes are bad” = looking at (desiring) 
“treasures on earth”, then “your whole body will be full 
of darkness” (darkness = sin). 

3. “…how great is that darkness” = a serious problem. 
4. M.P. = “The eye is the lamp of the body” = what we look 

at (desire) will fill our lives with either light or darkness. 
ii. Q: Do you think this is true?  Why or why not? 

f. Re-read vs. 24 = Q: Meaning? 
i. We’ve seen that our focus determines what fills our hearts. 

ii. As light and darkness cannot co-exist, we must choose between 
serving the true God or the false god of Money (capitalized). 

1. Q: What do we resist about this teaching and why? 
4. Summary 

a. Q: What is success? 
b. A: Storing up “treasures in heaven”. 
c. Q: Biggest obstacle? 
d. A: Storing up “treasures on earth”. 
e. M.P. = Must choose to desire and serve God or Money. 


