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  Head  à            ß  Christ 
 
  Body  à           ß  Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think of when you think of church? 
Colossians 1:15-18 

• The church = the body of Christ  
• Christ is the head and we are the body. 

 
Ephesians 2:19-22 

• The church is God’s household. 
• God’s family – Christians are brothers and sisters. 
• What is the foundation of the church? 

o Writings of the Apostles and Prophets (Bible) 
o Jesus is the cornerstone. 

§ Cornerstone:  the indispensable, unifying part of a building 
o Apostles and prophets – the authority (based on the Bible) 

 
How do I join the church? 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27  

• Anyone baptized into Christ is baptized into the body of Christ, the church.  
• God’s expectation?   

o Every part of the body must contribute. 
o Be a giver, not a taker. 

• 1 Peter 4:10 = Important to use your gifts for God. 
 
What does membership in the Tampa Bay Church mean? 
Hebrews 10:24-25 

• Each member is expected to be an active part of the local congregation. 
o Our driving force:  to grow in our knowledge of God and to make him known to others. 
o Verse 24:  Active discipling relationship(s) 
o Verse 25:  Commitment to church meetings  

§ Sunday & midweek services 
§ Small group meetings 

o Hebrews 13:17 – What does it mean (and not mean) to obey and submit to the leadership of our local 
congregation? 

Mark 12:41-44 
• What lessons do we learn here about giving? 

o God’s expectation is that we give of our finances sacrificially. 
o 10% of gross salary is a good starting point (Old Testament principle) 
o The Tampa Bay Church collects offerings on a weekly basis. (Offerings periodically for the poor as well 

through H.O.P.E. Worldwide.) 
 

Questions: 
Ø How will it change your lifestyle to be committed to this kind of church?   
Ø Do you see anything getting in the way of your commitment to God’s church? 
Ø Are you ready to make this commitment? 

The Church 
 

This study defines the church  
and our role(s) within the church. 


